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AdventHealth, NASCAR Honor Gillette,

Campbell County First Responders at
Pathfinder Camporee

August 19, 2024 | Gillette, Wyo. | John Simon

Several Pathfinders pose in front of a giant Thank You card that represents AdventHealth and NASCAR's initiative to honor first
responders in Gillette and Campbell County. Photo: Colin Glenn

At the 2024 International Pathfinder Camporee, seemingly countless organizations and
ministries were represented in the exhibit halls, where attendees trekked from booth to
booth to rediscover the broad reach of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and its
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mission. One of these organizations — rather, a tandem of organizations — was
AdventHealth (a primary camporee sponsor) and NASCAR.

Youths and adults alike learned the many benefits and advantages of this
unconventional yet effective partnership throughout the week. AdventHealth and
NASCAR have harvested fruits of business success since joining forces in 2014, yet it is
their achievements in providing higher-quality care for patients and the greater
community that matter most.

On August 9, the pairing demonstrated its commitment to goodwill by shining a well-
deserved spotlight on first responders. Representatives from the law enforcement,
firefighting, and medical sectors visited the camporee to receive this recognition,
though their humble inclinations would have initially precluded them from doing so.

David Otatti, West Florida Division chief executive officer for AdventHealth, underscored
some key aspects of their partnership with NASCAR. Ironically, both are highly visible in
their respective fields yet immensely invisible otherwise. With the auto-racing giant,
people know the driver but likely not the pit crew members, mechanics, statisticians, etc.
With the hospital giant, people know the doctors and some nurses but likely not any of
the other 95,000 employees the system comprises. Otatti’s fervent emphasis is “team,
team, team,” and his all-encompassing purpose is to “extend the [compassion] of
Christ to everybody who has come in contact with [AdventHealth].”

Garrett Caldwell, executive director of external communications for AdventHealth,
reinforced Otatti’s sentiments. “When the communities who already love NASCAR see
that there is an important connection between AdventHealth and NASCAR, that helps
remind them that we're here in their good times as well as in their bad times,” Caldwell
said, adding, “At the Daytona Speedway, when they’re [racing], we're in that arena with
125,000 people and the racecar drivers, and we're the official health care provider. We're
operating ambulances and clinics, not just for the drivers when they crash — we do that,
too — but for all the attendees. Any attendees who are there when the race is going on, if
they get sick, they get free health care from AdventHealth.”

Caldwell also briefly detailed the catalyst for the day’s event. “I think the spark to make
this connection of gratitude for our first responders came from Ron Whitehead.* He
said, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if the camporee and our sponsor together said, “Thank you”
to our first responders?’ So, we were very happy to make that happen.”
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Sheriff Scott Matheny was one of the honorees. His camporee connections supersede
this day. “I was part of the planning stages from four years ago when [municipal
officials] were trying to recruit [the camporee] to come here to Gillette ... to be a part of
our community. And since then, we've been involved with the camporee staff on a yearly
basis,” he said.

Matheny endorses the team concept just like Otatti does. “I know that if I surround
myself with good people, I don’t care who gets the credit. Let them do their jobs, then
it'll be successful,” he said.

Building bridges of friendship between the church and the community is a camporee
staple, whether done individually or corporately.

— John Simon is a freelance writer and editor based in Berrien Springs, Michigan.

* Ron Whitehead is director of the Center for Youth Evangelism and executive director of the
International Pathfinder Camporee.
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One of the fun features of the AdventHealth/NASCAR exhibit was the simulated opportunity to be a pit crew member. Photo:
Colin Glenn

AdventHealth Encourages Health Care Careers with
Immersive, Educational Experience at the 2024
Camporee

With the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projecting the need for health care workers to
grow five times more than the national average, the nation faces an urgent need to
invest in its health care workforce. Aging populations and a rise in chronic diseases are
driving an increasing demand for doctors, nurses, and other skilled health care roles.

AdventHealth, one of the nation’s largest health systems, is taking proactive steps to
bridge this gap by engaging the next generation in STEM and health care-related fields
through large-scale immersive entertainment and high-tech experiential education.

As part of this strategy, AdventHealth has designed a new 11,000-square-foot
immersive showcase that features hands-on interaction, including high-tech
simulation labs, virtual and mixed reality stations, and custom health care-inspired
video games to showcase the wide range of exciting careers available in health care.

The experience debuted this week to 60,000 attendees of the International Pathfinder
Camporee, who gathered in Gillette, Wyoming, for a week of activities, honors classes,
friendly skills competitions, and community service.

Source: AdventHealth

Click here (https://www.adventhealth.com/news/new-immersive-experience-ignites-
youths-interest-health-care-careers) to read more about AdventHealth’s immersive

career experience.
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